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COLLECTIBLE ITEM AUTHENTICATION AND OWNERSHIP SYSTEM AND 
METHOD OF SELLING COLLECTIBLE ITEMS 

This application claims priority from U.S. Provisional Application Serial Nos. 60/201,812, filed 
May 4, 2000 and entitled METHOD OF SELLING AUTOGRAPHED ITEMS and 60/209,324, 
filed June 5, 2000 and entitled ONLINE COLLECTIBLE AUTHENTICATION AND 
OWNERSHIP SYSTEM the entire disclosures of which are hereby incorporated by reference. 

Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to the field of authentication of collectible items and method of 
selling collectible items. 

Background of the Invention 

Articles that are created in a limited number are in many cases collected by individuals with a 
particular interest in the field that article represents, such as toys, lithograph or other artwork, 
sports memorabilia, stuffed animals, historical items or items owned by notable and famous 
figures. The value of these items is directly related to the number of items that are existing at the 
moment the valuation is performed. The internet has also become a popular venue for owners of 
items previously described to sell or for collectors seeking these items to purchase the same. 
Unfortunately, the anonymous nature of the internet and inherent value of these type of limited 
editions has led to rampant counterfeiting in many collectible categories and as a result, the 
origin of a particular item becomes important in any collectible transaction. 

U.S. Patent Nos. 5,267,756 and 5,380,047 purports to disclose an authentication system which 
includes a tamper-proof hologram affixed to the items and having a unique ID number. A master 
record of these hologram ID are kept at a registration entity. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,971,435 purports to disclose a method and system for verifying the authenticity 
of an autograph and which includes a database having such information as the signing of the 


1 


WO 01/84268 


PCT/US00/34687 


items, record of code numbers, and identification of the owner of the article. 
U.S. Patent No. 5,306,049 purports to disclose a sports memorabilia authentication kit which 
includes a collectible item with a fingerprint, preferably a thumbprint, of an athlete thereon, and a 
certification card also containing the fingerprint of the notable athlete as well as information 
identifying the athlete indicated thereon. 

Summary of the Invention 

There is a need in the field of collectible item authentication systems, for a system which not only 
provides high security against the fraudulent duplication of a collectible item but which is also 
easily accessible to the general public and which allows them to search for a collectible item of 
interest to them. The prior art focuses on providing highly secure methods and systems to 
prevent the unauthorized duplication of collectible items. One of the drawbacks of the prior art 
authentication systems and methods is that they do not provide an easily accessible system to the 
general public in which a potential consumer looking for a particular kind of collectible item may 
conduct a search of an on-line company's website to sec if that type of item is registered with the 
on-line title company and who the current owner is. 

Specifically, in the prior art there are "tamper resistant" holograms and fingerprints affixed to the 
collectible items for providing high security with the information regarding the collectible item 
being stored in the title registration company's computer database. However, a member of the 
general public would not know that a collectible item existed unless being informed by the 
person trying to sell the item because this information is not directly available to the public but 
rather may only be obtained by contacting the company by telephone or mail to receive this 
information from the database. A potential customer doing a search, say on the internet, would 
not be able to locate the items authenticated by the prior art methods. 

In accordance with a first embodiment of the present invention, an on-line system for 
authenticating a collectible item or other type of memorabilia is provided which includes a web 
page for the collectible item having a unique URL address assigned to the web page. The on-line 
system further includes a unique password assigned to the current owner of the collectible item 
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for editing ownership information on the web page. In use, a collector has a collectible item 
authenticated. An on-line title company then creates a web page for the collectible item and 
assigns the web page a unique URL address. Further, a unique password is assigned to the title 
company and to the current owner of the collectible item for allowing the title company and 
5 current owner to edit the owner information field of the web page, including the name and e-mail 
address of the owner. Read only access is permitted for the other members of the public. 
If the current owner of the collectible item wishes to transfer ownership of the collectible item to 
another party then he or she may effectuate this transfer by transferring physical possession of 
the collectible item along with a physical representation such as a paper, document, certificate, 
1 0 etc. having the URL address, password, and instructions on how to log on to the web page, 
indicated thereon. The new owner would then connect with the online title web page either 
through the online title company's website or directly through the URL address assigned to the 
collectible item. Once connected to the web page the new owner would enter the name of the 
previous owner and also the password provided on the physical representation, into the 
1 5 information fields provided on the web page. Subsequently, the user would be prompted to enter 
their name, e-mail address, and any other relevant information. This information would be sent to 
the on-line title company's computer electronically, where the owner information would then be 
updated by the on-line title company by replacing the information about the previous owner on 
the web page with the new owner's information and then a confirmation of ownership would be 
20 sent to the new owner. The new owner may also request a new password to supercede the old 
password of the previous owner. 

Further, there is also a need in the prior art for authentication systems and methods which 
provide highly personalized celebrity memorabilia offered on a large scale to the general public. 
25 In particular, a system which provides the consumer with a personalized video image and audio 
of a celebrity such as a professional sports athlete autographing a piece of sports apparel or 
equipment and or of a celebrity greeting a recipient of the consumers choice by the recipient's 
first and/or last name, nickname, city, or by other identifying features. 
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In accordance with a second embodiment of the present invention, a system for creating and 
merchandising celebrity greetings is provided, which includes a video camera for the continuous 
recording of a video image and audio of the celebrity reciting a plurality of personalized 
greetings and a VHS cassette, DVD, or other removable storage device for storing the video 
5 image and audio of the celebrity reciting the greetings captured by said video camera. The 
system further includes a video editing system for editing the video image and audio of each 
greeting on said VHS cassette, DVD, or other removable storage device onto a separate blank 
VHS cassette, DVD, or other removable storage device and the system also includes a computer 
based video editing system. The video editing system is linked to the computer based video 
1 0 editing system, with the computer based video editing system encoding each individual greeting 
from the VHS cassette, DVD, or other removable storage device into a separate file, one video 
computer file per greeting. 

Preferably, the system, also includes a website sponsored by the compa.ny selling the greetings 
15 in which there is a separate web page for each greeting, and with a digital image of the video 
greeting displayed on the web page and downloadable by the customer. Each web page is 
assigned a unique URL address and is accessible by the general public in read only format so that 
they may view the greeting and find out who the owner is. The web page is also assigned a 
unique password so that a subsequent purchaser of the video greeting to use in order to edit the 
20 current ownership information with their information. In accordance with other embodiments of 
the present invention, the greeting is not stored on a VHS, DVD, or other removable storage 
device, and is purchased only on the web-page for downloading by the customer or his designee. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

25 Fig. 1 is a flow diagram which depicts the creation of an a collectible item comprising a baseball 
autographed by a famous baseball player with an identifying mark thereon according to the 
present invention.. 
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Fig. 2 depicts a collectible item comprising a baseball autographed by a major league baseball 
player. 

Fig, 3 depicts the collectible item in a protective casing along with a written description of the 
collectible item. 

Fig. 4 depicts a digital image being taken of the collectible item and storing the image. 

Fig. 5 depicts the digital image and written description of the collectible item being sent to the 
title company for the creation of an on-line title. 

Fig. 6 is a flow diagram which depicts the assigning of a unique URL address to the collectible 
item. 

Fig. 7 depicts the title company's a template web page template for the collectible item, 
including the digital image of the collectible item, and written description for item. 

Fig. 8 depicts the template of the title company's web page for the collectible with the URL 
address assigned to the web page. 

Fig. 9 depicts the process of inserting the digital image and written description of the collectible 
item onto the template of the title company's web page. 

Fig. 10 depicts the insertion of one or more information fields specifying the owner of the 
collectible items information. 

Fig. 1 1 depicts how access to the title company's web page may be obtained through the internet 
via the unique URL address assigned to the web page. 
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Fig. 12 depicts a change of ownership of the collectible item. 

Fig. 13 depicts new owners receipt of physical representations which indicate the unique URL 
address for accessing the web page of the collectible. 

Fig. 34. depicts physical representations which indicate the unique password assigned to the web 
page and instructions on how to claim ownership of the collectible item. 

Fig. 1 5 depicts a new owner of a collectible item logging onto the web page for the collectible 
item via the unique URL address assigned to the web page. 


Fig. 16-A depicts a field for entering the password assigned to the web 


page 


Fig. 16-B depicts the screen that follows when the password assigned to the web page is 
entered. 


Fig. 17 depicts the transmission of the new owner's information to the on-line title company's 
computer. 

Fig. 18 depicts the on-line title company receiving the new owners information and updating 
the web page. 


Fig. 19 depicts the new owner receiving a confirmation via e-mail of the change of ownership. 

Fig. 20 is a flow chart illustrating the steps of practicing the first embodiment of the present 
invention. 

Fig. 21 depicts a collectible item, in this instance a baseball autographed by Babe Ruth, which a 
collector is seeking to have an on-line title registration created for the collectible item. 
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Fig. 22 depicts the on-line title company's website having instructions on how to have an on-line 
title created for a collectible item. 

Fig. 23 depicts another page of the title company's web page which provides a listing of pre- 
approved appraisers. 

Fig. 24 is a flow diagram of how a collector may contact an appraisal house. 

Fig. 25 depicts the collector shipping the collectible item to the appraisal service for evaluation. 

Fig. 26 is a flow diagram of what happens when the appraisal house finds a collectible item to be 
authentic and also when it finds one not be authentic. 

Fig. 27-A is a flow diagram of a digital image being taken of the collectible item and a written 
description of the item. 

Fig. 27-B depicts the appraisal house sending the digital image and written description of the 
collectible item to the appraisal house. 

Fig. 28 depicts a template of the title company's web page for the collectible item, in which the 
digital image and written description of the collectible item are cut and pasted thereon. 

Figs. 29-31 depict the title company's web page for the collectible item with the digital image of 
collectible item and additional fields for the current owner's information of the item. 

Fig. 32 is a flowchart of the steps illustrating the procedure for finding an appraiser to 
authenticate a collectible item and subsequently have an on-line title created, in accordance with 
the present invention. 
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Fig. 22 depicts the on-line title company's website having instructions on how to have an on-line 
title created for a collectible item. .. . 

Fig. 23 depicts another page of the title company's web page which provides a listing of pre- 
approved appraisers. 

Fig. 24 is a flow diagram of how a collector may contact an appraisal house. 

Fig. 25 depicts the collector shipping the collectible item to the appraisal service for evaluation. 

Fig. 26 is a flow diagram of what happens when the appraisal house finds a collectible item to be 
authentic and also when it finds one not be authentic. 

Fig. 27-A is a flow diagram of a digital image being taken of the collectible item and a written 
description of the item. 

Fig. 27-B depicts the appraisal house sending the digital image and written description of the 
collectible item to the appraisal house. 

Fig. 28 depicts a template of the title company's web page for the collectible item, in which the 
digital image and written description of the collectible item are cut and pasted thereon. 

Figs. 29-3 1 depict the title company's web page for the collectible item with the digital image of 
collectible item and additional fields for the current owner's information of the item. 

Fig. 32 is a flowchart of the steps illustrating the procedure for finding an appraiser to 
authenticate a collectible item and subsequently have an on-line title created, in accordance with 
the present invention; 
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Fig.33 depicts a table indicating the type of information that a consumer would receive before 
deciding upon which celebrity greeting(s) to purchase. 

Fig. 34 depicts a sample order form for purchasing a celebrity video greeting in accordance with 
the present invention. 

Fig. 35 is a flow chart illustrating the steps in practicing the second embodiment of the present 
invention. 

Detailed D escription of the Preferred Embodiment); 

Figs. 1-18 refer to an embodiment of the present invention for an on-line title registration system 
for a collectible item 10. The on-line title registration system includes a collectible item 10, a 
written description 16 of the collectible item 10, a website having a web page 100 for the 
collectible item 10, a URL address 102 assigned to the web page 100 , and password 104 
assigned to a current owner of the collectible item and to title company 106. 

Specifically, depicted in Fig.l is the collectible item 10, in this instance a baseball, created by a 
manufacturer and autographed 12 by a current or former major league baseball player. An 
identifying mark 1 4, in this case a serial number, is imprinted on the collectible item 1 0, but, 
besides being imprinted, the identifying mark 14 may be placed on the collectible item 10 by any 
other securing means known in the art, to identify how that item is part of a limited edition 
series. Further, the present invention is not limited to baseballs or major league baseball. Rather, 
the present invention may be used to sell and authenticate any type of collectible item, including 
but not limited to sports memorabilia, other memorabilia, antiques, artwork, vintage cars, or any 
other item which, due to its unique nature, and/or limited availability, is considered valuable. 

As shown in Fig.3, a written description 16, describing what characteristics of the' collectible 
item 10 make it unique, may accompany the collectible item 10. Typically, the written 
description 16 ranges from about 50 to 80 words in length. Further illustrated in Fig.3 is the 
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collectible item 10, i.e. baseball, located within a protective casing 18, for preserving the 
condition and value of the collectible item 10. 

The above embodiment further includes a digital image 20 of the collectible item 10, as shown in 
Fig. 4, taken using a digital camera 22. The digital image 20 is saved on a storage element 24 
such as a computer diskette, CD rom, fixed hard disk, or other equivalent thereof known in the 
art for storing such images. Subsequently, as shown in Fig. 5, the saved digital image 20, the 
written description 16, and the identifying mark 14 are provided to the title company 106 for 
creation of an on-line title of the collectible item 10 on a web page 100 of the title company's 
website. 

Fig. 7 shows the title company's web page 100 displaying the digital image of the collectible 
item 10. Unique URL address 102 (eg. www.collectibleiteml234.com) is assigned to the web 
page 100 as indicated in Fig. 6. In addition to the digital image 20, the written description 16 
may also be placed on the web page 100 if desired, as shown in Figs. 7-9. Further, as shown in 
Fig. 10, one or more information fields 108 specifying the owner's information are located on the 
title web page 1 00. An individual may gain access to view the web page 100 for the collectible 
item 10, as shown in Fig. 1 1, via the internet either directly through the URL address 102 
assigned to the collectible item 1 0 or indirectly through the title company's web site. The web 
pages 100 can be altered by, or with the permission of the title company. In cases in which the 
manufacturer submits the image 20 to the title company 1 06, the manufacturer is listed on the 
web page 100. 

Fig. 12 depicts a change in ownership of the collectible item where the collectible item is 
transferred from an original owner 1 10 to a new owner 112. In this regard, Figs.13-19 illustrate 
the procedure for effecting a change in ownership, including how this change is recorded on-line. 
Specifically, Fig. 13 shows the collectible item 10, i.e. baseball, in the hand of the new owner 
and two certificates 1 14 which contain the unique URL address 102 to access the title company's 
web page 100 for the collectible item 1 0, indicated thereon. The certificate or certificates 114 
may also contain thereon, as shown in Fig. 14, the unique password 104 assigned to the 
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collectible item 10 and instructions 1 1 5 on how to log on to the title web page to claim 
ownership of the collectible item 10. 

As shown in Fig. 15, the new owner using a computer or other device for accessing the internet, 
logs onto the title company's web page 100 for the collectible item 10 using the instructions 115 
and URL address 102 provided on the certificate 1 14. Alternatively, as mentioned above, the 
new owner 1 12 may also access the web page 100 through the title company website. The new 
owner 1 12 will then see on his or her computer screen 1 16, a field 1 1 8 to enter a password, as 
shown in Fig. 16-A, which is the password provided on the certificate. Once, this information is 
entered, another screen 120 follows (shown in Fig. 1 6-B), which indicates that access has been 
granted and prompts the user to enter his or her name 122, e-mail address 124, and other relevant 
information 126. In accordance with a further aspect of the present invention, the title web page 
may also be accessible by the telephone through a voice recognition software system in which 
the new owner dials a certain telephone number at the online title company and then recites the 
URL address assigned to the collectible item and listens to the registration instructions and then 
specifies his or her name, e-mail address, and other requested information. 

The name 122, e-mail address 124, and other information 126 of the new owner 1 12 received by 
computer entry or by way of the telephone is then transmitted to the on-line title company's 
system 130, as shown in Fig. 17. Once this new information is received by on-line title 
company's computer system 130, it replaces the current owner's information on the title 
company's web page, as shown in Fig. 18. A confirmation 132 of the change of ownership, as 
shown in Fig. 19, is then sent to the new owner 1 12 via e-mail 134. 

In addition, in accordance with further aspects of the present invention, the on-line title company 
106 or host's website, which includes all of the web-page(s) 100 for all of the authenticated 
collectible items, is preferably searchable via a text search engine so that any user can freely 
search the website for items of interest. In other embodiments, each web page 100 can have 
access restricted to system users approved by the title company, and/or to individuals designated 
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by the owner of each collectible. 

Further, in accordance with another aspect of the present invention, collectible items on the on- 
line title companys or host's website can be entered into an on-line auction through a simple on- 
line auction registration process that automatically lists the collectible item 10 in a separate 
auction area of the host's web site. Preferably, the current owner 110 of the item agrees, as a 
condition for utilizing the on-line title registration system, that he or she will only use the host's 
on-line auction system to sell the item. In any event, the owner can sell the item on their own at 
any time, provided that a third party on-line auction site is not used. 

The steps to be followed in practicing the present system for authenticating collectible items are 
set forth in the flow diagram of Fig. 20. In step 1, the collectible item 10 is created or 
manufactured by the on-line title company 106 or host. The item 10 is then assigned an 
identifying mark 14, such as a serial number or a number identifying that objects place within the 
framework of a series, step 2. A brief written description 16 of the item is created, including the 
details of exactly what characteristics make that item 10 unique, step 3. A digital image 20 is 
then taken of the collectible item 10, step 4. This image 20, if not directly created by the title 
company 106, is then provided to the title company 106 by various means, including physical 
transfer, e-mail, etc, step 5. 

Upon receiving the above information, the title company 106 creates the unique URL address 
102 for the collectible item 10, step 6. The title company 106 then creates a single web page 100 
and assigns the URL address 1 02 to the web page 1 00, step 7. Password 1 04 is subsequently 
generated by a software program that creates random, multi-digit entries, step 8. The password 
104 is then assigned to that web page 100, step 9. 

Subsequently, the saved digital image 20, brief written description 16, and identifying mark 14 
are inserted onto the title web page 1 00, step 1 0. The title web page 1 00 is made unalterable by 
anyone outside of the title company 106 authorized administrative system by using a database 
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template 1 that can only be altered by the company controlling the database, step 11. The web 
page 1 00 for the collectible item 1 0 with the URL address 1 02 assigned to the web page 1 00, is 
then made accessible to the general public on the internet via the title company's website and/or 
URL address 102, step 12. Further, one or more information fields 108 are displayed on the title 
web page 100 specifying owner information, step 13. The manufacturer of the collectible item 
10 is specified as the default owner of the item 10 upon creation of the web page 100, step 14. 

Finally, when and if there is a change in ownership of the collectible item 10, the new owner 112 
is given one or more physical representations 1 14, i.e. card, sticker, certificate, piece of paper, 
etc. that specifies the URL address 102 of the online title web page 100, the assigned password 
104, and instructions 1 15 on how to log on to the internet to claim ownership of the collectible 
item, step 15. The new owner of the collectible item logs onto the internet and accesses the web 
page 1 00 for the collectible item 1 0 directly by way of the URL address 1 02 or indirectly through 
the online title company's designated title search page or alternatively may access the web page 
via telephone using voice recognition, step 16. When the new owner 1 12 has logged onto the title 
web page 100, he or she enters the password 1 04 assigned to the collectible item 1 0 on the web 
page 1 00, and is prompted to enter his or her name 122, e-mail address 124, and/or other 
information 126 via an on-line registration form, step 1 7. 

This information entered is then routed to the online title company through the internet, step 1 8. 
The title company's system receives the new owner's information and automatically replaces the 
previous owner's information with this information, step 19. Further, the new owner is given the 
option to assign a new password to the online title of ownership, step 20. Finally, the new owner 
of the object receives a confirmation of ownership 132 change via e-mail for that on-line title, 
step 21. 

In the event that another transfer of ownership takes place, the subsequent owner is urged to 
repeat the above steps to prevent against any unauthorized duplication of the collectible item 10, 
step 22. 
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The above embodiment described a system and method for having an on-line title made for.a 
collectible item created by the on-line title company. However, the present invention also 
encompasses situations in which a collectible item has been created by someone other than the 
on-line title company and a collector seeks to have an on-line title created for that collectible 
item. This particular situation is illustrated in Figs. 2 1 -3 L 

Specifically, Fig. 21 depicts a collectible item 210, in this instance, a ball signed 212 by Babe 
Ruth, which the owner desires to have an on-line title company 214 create an on-line title for the 
collectible item 210. Fig. 22 shows a computer illustration of an on-line title company's website 
216 which indicates how to create an online registration. The website 216 also contains a list of 
appraisers 218 to contact, as shown in Fig. 23, to have the collectible item 210, in this case the 
baseball, authenticated. In Fig. 24, an illustration is given of a collector 220 contacting an 
appraisal house 222 by telephone and/or e-mail to have the collectible item 210 evaluated by the 
appraisal house 222. The collectible item is shipped to a chosen appraisal house 222, as depicted 
in Fig. 25. The appraisal house 222 shown in Fig. 26 determines whether or not the collectible 
item submitted is authenticated, if it is then an on-line title will be created, but if not then no title 
is created. Figs. 27A-B, illustrate the situation where the appraisal company 222 has found that 
the collectible 210 is indeed authentic and where the appraisal house 222 takes a digital image 
224 of the item 210, using a digital camera 226, stores the image 224 on a storage element 225 as 
a computer diskette , CD rom, fixed hard drive, or the like, prepares a written description 228 of 
the collectible item 210, and submits the image 224 and description 228 to the on-line title 
company 214 electronically from its computer 230 to the title company's computer 232 . Fig. 
28 depicts the template 236 used for creation of the title company web page.O 240, and the digital 
image 224 and description 228 which are cut and pasted onto template 236. Figs. 29-30 further 
illustrate the owner's information cut and pasted onto template 236. Finally, Fig/31 illustrates 
the published on-line title web page 240 for the collectible item 210, similar to web page referred 
to in the embodiment of the present invention represented in Figs. 1-1 8. 
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An example of the specific steps a collector would take in order to have an on-line title 
registration created for a collectible item which was not manufactured by the on-line title 
company itself, is set forth in Fig 32. Instep 100, a collector 220 has an item 210 that has 
already been created. The collector comes to the title company's website 2 1 6 for information on 
how to have an on-line title created by the title company, step 1 10. On the title company's 
website 21 6, the collector 220 views a list of a group of pre-approved appraisers 218 that meet 
the company's standards for authentication of collectible items 210, step 120. The collector then 
contacts an appraisal house 222 recommended by the website 216 to have the collectible item 
210 evaluated, step 130. Further, the collector 220 then ships the collectible item 210 to the 
appraisal house 222 for evaluation, step 140. 

Based on the response from the appraisal house 222, the title company will decide on whether to 
create an on-line title for the collectible item 210, step 1 50. If an on-line title is to be created, the 
appraiser arranges to have a digital image 224 and written description 228 of the collectible item 
210 sent electronically to the title company, step 160. 

When the digital image 224 and written description 228 are received by the on-line title 
company, they are cut and pasted onto the online title web page template 236, step 1 70. A 
unique URL is then created for the web page, step 180. The owner's information is entered into 
the on-line form, step 1 90. The title web page 240 is published on-line with all relevant 
information, step 200, thee system operates in the same manner as described above with respect 
to steps 8-13, and 15-22 of Fig. 20. 

In accordance with a second embodiment of the present invention, a computerized system and 
method are provided for authenticating and selling collectible items, the computerized system 
and method includes a celebrity, a video camera, such as a digital camera, a video editing system, 
a computer based encoding system, and VHS cassette or DVD. In one aspect of this 
embodiment, a recording session is set up to have a video image of a celebrity such a sports 
celebrity taken, signing sports memorabilia such as signed baseballs, hats, bats, jerseys), using 
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the digital camera. This embodiment is not limited to sports memorabilia and/or sports 
celebrities, but may be used with any other collectible item and/or type of celebrity. 

The sports memorabilia or collectible item is authenticated and sold together with the video 
image of the celebrity, in this case a sports celebrity, signing the item. In this aspect of the 
invention, the item is time and date stamped and stored. Preferably, the video image is an audio 
and video segment of the celebrity not only signing the item, but also acknowledging and/or 
thanking the person purchasing the item. In addition, preferably, the celebrity records a plurality 
of video segments for a plurality of customers in a single video and the video is edited by a video 
editing system linked to a computer based video encoding system producing individual segments 
for each individual customer. This allows a large number of video segments to be recorded in a 
relatively short time. Specifically, the computer based video encoding system encodes the single 
video into a separate file, one video computer file per collectible item. Preferably, simultaneously 
to or proximate in time to the editing of the single video onto a computer files, the computer 
based video encoding system also records each individual segment onto a VHS cassette or DVD. 

Once the individual segment is recorded on the VHS cassette or DVD, it may sold to the 
customer along with the signed item. In this manner, the video segment can serve not only to 
authenticate the item, but also to provide a unique and personalized product which can be sold at 
a higher price than the signed item alone. 

In accordance with a preferred embodiment of the invention, the entity selling the item also 
sponsors a website and the website includes web pages for each customer, and the video 
segments is posted on the web page so that the customer (or anyone who the customer gives the 
URL of the customer's web page to) can view the video segments at any time. As with the first 
embodiment of Figs 1-18, this embodiment also allows for viewing the image of the collectible 
item on the on-line title company's website via a customized we page for that collectible item. 
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In addition, in the second embodiment, the on-line title company's web site may also allow the 
video segments to be downloaded to the customer's computer. Password protection can also be 
provided if increased security is desired. A customer can place an order 
for a signed item either through the website, by telephone, by fax, or by mail. 

In a further aspect of the second embodiment, an individual may seek a personalized greeting 
from a celebrity for a collectible item and/or a personalized greeting alone. In this aspect of the 
present invention, a celebrity is retained by a company for providing a predetermined number of 
video greetings. A date for recording this greeting is set by all the parties. The purchasing 
information, as shown on form 300 in Fig. 33, for these greetings, such as the celebrity's name 
310, description of the greeting 320, total number of predetermined greetings 330 available, 
shooting date 340, order deadline 350, and price of the greeting 360. The above purchasing 
information is made available to the public in a variety of different ways, including via the 
company's website, mail order, television, and radio. A consumer may place the order for one or 
more celebrity greeting by telephone, facsimile, or on the greeting company's website. 

The personalized greeting may include the celebrity recognizing the recipient by their first and 
last name, nickname, city, and/or other identifying characteristics. The information regarding the 
recipient of the greeting is gathered, including the recipient's name phonetically spelled out. An 
example of the type of information that is requested by the company from the consumer is shown 
on form 310 in Fig. 34 Subsequently, the orders are collected and registered on a first come fist 
serve basis. 

Once the final orders are processed, video session is set up for the celebrity to record a 
predetermined number of greetings, with enlarged cue cards being used for the celebrity to read 
the each recipients from. The video recording is then edited in much the same way as the video 
image of the first aspect of the second embodiment to produce individual video/audio segments, 
one computer file per greeting and one VHS cassette or DVD recording per greeting. 
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Finally, as with the first aspect of the second embodiment, each of these video/audio segments 
may be placed on its own customized web page of the greetings company web site and assigned 
a unique URL address and password, and where ownership changes may effected by the new 
owner with the assigned password by editing the owner's information fields on the web page. 

An example of steps to be followed in practicing the second embodiment of the present invention 
are set forth in flow diagram form in Fig.35. Specifically, in step 300, the celebrity is retained by 
the company providing the personalized greeting with the specific purpose of recording a 
predetermined number of video greetings. A date for recording these greetings is set by all the 
parties, step 310. The celebrity's name, description of the greeting, total number of pre- 
determined greetings, date greetings are to be recorded and price of each greeting are entered into 
the unique purchasing system, step 320. This information is then posted on the title company's 
website and made available to the public in various forms, including mail order, TV and radio, 
step 330. Consumers choose the celebrity greeting they desire through the company's website or 
other method of ordering, including fax, telephone, e-mail, etc, step 340. 

The title company collects the data through a specifically designed form that includes the actual 
recipient of the greeting with that party's name phonetically spelled out by the purchaser, step 
350. The orders are collected and registered on a first come, first serve basis, step 360. 
Subsequently, the orders for the video greetings are transposed into larger font cue cards for easy 
reading from a distance, including any necessary phonetic spellings, step 370. 

The celebrity assigned to a particular group of greetings is then scheduled for a session of 
multiple, digitally recorded video greetings, step 380. The company sets up the digital camera, 
backdrop and audio equipment in a sound-proof environment, step 390. Next, the company 
places the lists of names off-camera where the celebrity can easily read the list while in front of 
the camera, step 400. The celebrity is prompted to begin recording the greeting, one at a time, 
using the enlarged cue card list of names and cities that match the actual orders taken, step 410. 
The video equipment is constantly recording the greetings as one continuous session, step 420. 
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After the recording session, the tapes are removed from the camera and placed in the video 
editing system, step 430. The video editing system is linked to the computer based video editing 
system, step 440. In step 450, the computer based video system encodes each individual greeting 
from a continuous tape onto a separate file, one video computer file per greeting. The computer 
based video editing system, either simultaneously or adjacent to this process, also records each 
greeting onto a blank VHS tape cassette or DVD, step 460. Further, the computer based video 
editing system then calls up a form that facilitates the creation of a unique URL address in the 
greeting company's database, step 470. Subsequently, the consumer's name and other relevant 
information are entered into the form and a unique URL is assigned to that greeting, step 480. 

In step 490, computer-based video files are uploaded through the internet to a video file hosting 
server, creating an individual streaming video file link to each greeting. These streaming video 
file links are then pasted onto the internet-based web page which corresponds to that video 
greeting, step 500. The URL address created for that web page is recorded and printed onto a 
VHS/DVD label, along with the recipients name, step 510. This VHS/DVD label is placed onto 
the cassette tape/DVD which corresponds with that greeting, step 520. 

The VHS cassette or DVD is then placed in a protective holder and other packaging and 
addressed to the location requested on the special order form, step 530. In step 540, the VHS 
cassette/DVD and other relevant materials are mailed to the requested recipient of the greeting. 
The recipient of the greeting is then presented with a final package of a VHS/DVD taped 
greeting as well as an internet-based, streaming video version of the same greeting, step 550. 

The embodiments described above are not meant to be exclusive. Many other variations of the 
present invention would be obvious. to those skilled in the art, and are contemplated to be within 
the scope of the appended claims. 
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What is claimed is: 

1. An on-line system for authenticating a collectible item or other type of memorabilia 
comprising: 

a website having a web page for the collectible item; 
a unique URL address assigned to the web page; and 

a unique password assigned to a current owner of the collectible item for editing 
ownership information displayed on the web page. 


2. The on-line system of claim 1 , wherein the collectible item further comprises an 
identifying mark that describes how the collectible item is part of a limited edition or 
series. 

3. The on-line system of claim 1, further comprising a written description of the collectible 
item. 

4. The on-line system of claim 1 , further comprising a digital image of the collectible item 
located on the web page. 

5. The on-line system of claim 1, further comprising a certificate or document having both 
the unique URL address of the web page for the collectible item and assigned password 
indicated thereon. 

6. The on-line system of claim 1 , wherein the collectible item is a baseball autographed by a 
major league baseball player. 

7. An on-line title registration system for collectible items viewable by the general public 
via the internet comprising: 

a website having a web page which includes a picture of the collectible item on the web 

page; 

a unique URL address assigned to the web page; 

a written description of the collectible item located on the web page; 

a unique password assigned to a current owner of a collectible item and to an on-line title 
company; and 
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wherein the web page is accessible to the entire general public in read only format but 
where the ownership information on the web page may be edited by the owner of the collectible 
item and by the title company. 

8. The on-line title registration system of claim 7, wherein the collectible item further 
comprises an identifying mark that describes how the collectible item is part of a limited 
edition or series. 

9. The on-line title registration system of claim 7, wherein the picture on the web page of 
collectible item is a digital image. 

10. The on-line title registration system of claim 7, further comprising a paper or document 
having both the unique URL address of the web page for the collectible item, the unique 
assigned password, and instructions on how to log onto the web page, indicated thereon. 

1 1 . The on-line system of claim 7, wherein the collectible item is a baseball autographed by a 
major league baseball player. 

12. The on-line title registration system of claim 7, wherein the website has a text search 
engine which any member of the public may freely use to search the website for items of 
interest. 

13. The on-line, title registration system of claim 7, wherein the website further comprises a 
separate auction area in which the collectible item may be entered for auction. 

14. A method for authenticating a collectible item or other type of memorabilia comprising 
the steps of: 

creating the collectible item; 
creating a web page for collectible item; 
creating a unique URL address for the web page 
assigning the unique URL address to the web page; 
creating a unique password for web page; and 

assigning the unique password to the current owner of the collectible item and to title 
company for being able to edit ownership information on the web page. 

1 5. The method of claim 14, further comprising preparing a paper or document having the 
URL address and password indicated thereon. 
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16. The method of claim 14, wherein an identifying mark that describes how the collectible 
item is part of a limited edition or series is placed on the collectible item before the digital 
image is taken. 

17. The method of claim 14, further comprising preparing a written description of the 
collectible item. 

18. The method of claim 14, wherein said collectible item is sold or otherwise given away by 
previous owner to a new owner and ownership is transferred to the new owner by the 
steps of: 

transferring physical possession of the collectible item to the nelv owner; 

transferring physical possession of the certificate or document having the URL address 
and password; 

having the new owner log onto the web page for the collectible item via the URL address 
provided on said certificate or document; and 

having the new owner enter the password provided on certificate or document to gain 
access to title page and supplement previous owner's information with the new owner's 
information. 

19. A system for creating and merchandising celebrity greetings comprising: 

a video camera for the continuous recording of a celebrity reciting a plurality of 
personalized greetings; 

a VHS cassette or DVD for storing video image and audio of the celebrity reciting said 
greetings captured by said video camera; 

a video editing system for editing the video image and audio of each greeting on said 
VHS cassette or DVD onto a separate blank VHS cassette or DVD; and 

a computer based video editing system; said video editing system is linked to said 
computer based video editing system, said computer based video editing system encodes each 
individual greeting from the VHS cassette or DVD into a separate file, one video computer file 
per greeting. 
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FIG. 20 

y~ STEP 1 

Collectible item is 
created or manufactured 


I y STEP 2 

The item is then assigned^ 
an identifying mark 
identifying the items place 
within a series i 


I y STEP 3 

A brief written description 

of the item is created 

including the details of 
exactly what 

characteristics make that 
item unique 

I j/STEP 4 

A digital image is then 
taken of the collectible 
item 
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j,/ STEPS 


The image, if not directly 
created by the title 
company, is then turned 
over to the title company 
by various means, 
including physical 
transfer, e-mail, etc. 


Upon receiving the above 
information, the title 
company creates the 
unique URL address for 
the collectible item. 


The title company then 
creates a single web pag 
and assigns the URL 
address to the web page. 


STEP 6 


STEP 7 
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yf STEP 8 


Password is subsequently 
generated by a software 
program that creates 
random, multi-digit 
entries. 


The password is then 
assigned to that web page. 


The saved digital image, 
written description, and 
identifying mark are 
inserted onto the web 
page. 


y/ STEP 9 



y/ STEP 10 
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„/ STEP 11 


The title web page is made 
unalterable by anyone 
outside of the title 
company authorized 
system by using a database 
template which is only 
alterable by the title 
company. 


The web page having the 
collectible item is then 
made accessible to the 
general public on the 
internet via the title 
company's web site and/or 
URL address. 



y STEP 12 
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j/ STEP 13 


One or more information 
fields are displayed on the 
title web page specifying 
owner information. 


The manufacturer of the 
collectible item is specified 
as the owner of the item 
upon creation of the web 
page. 


When and if ownership of 
the collectible item 
changes, the new owner is 
give one or more physical 
representations, ie, card 
sticker, etc., specifying 
URL address, password, 
and instructions on how to 
log onto the internet to 
claim ownership of the 
item. 


y STEP 14 



j/ STEP 15 
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^ STEP 16 

The new owner logs onto 
the internet to gain access 
to the title web page either 
through URL address or 
through title company web 
site or may alternatively 
gain access to the web 
page via telephone through 
a voice mail recognition 
system. 


J, ,/ STEP 17 

When the new owner has 
logged onto the web page, 
he or she enters the 
password assigned to the 
collectible item and is 
prompted to enter his or 
her name, e-mail address 
and other information. 
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^ STEP 18 


The information entered is 
then routed to the online 
title company through the 
internet. 


The title company's 
system receives the new 
owner's information and 
automatically replaces the 
previous owner's 
information with this 
information. 


The new owner is given 
the option to assign a new 
password to the online 
title of ownership. 



^ STEP 19 


^ STEP 20 
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/ STEP 21 

I The new owner of the 
object receives a 
confirmation of ownership 
change via e-mail for that 
on-line title. 

1 

j/ STEP 22 

In the event that another 
transfer takes place, the 
subsequent owner is urged 
to repeat the above steps 
to prevent the 
unauthorized duplication 
of the item. 
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FIG. 32 


STEP 100 

A COLLECTOR HAS AN ITEM THAT HAS ALREADY BEEN CREATED 


1 


y/ STEP 110 


THAT COLLECTOR COMES TO THE TITLE COMPANY'S WEB SITE FOR 
INFORMATION ON HOW TO HAVE AN ONLINE TITLE CREATED BY THE 
TITLE COMPANY 


i 


\/ STEP 120 


THE TITLE COMPANY'S WEB SITE LISTS A GROUP OF PRE-APPROVED 
APPRAISERS THAT MEET THE COMPANY'S STANDARDS FOR 
AUTHENTICATION OF ITEMS 


i 


STEP 130 


THE COLLECTOR CONTACTS THE RECOMMENDED APPRAISAL 
SERVICE AND ARRANGES TO HAVE THE ITEM EVALUATED BY THE 
APPRAISAL SERVICE 


i 


j/ STEP 140 


THE COLLECTOR SHIPS THE ITEM TO THE APPRAISAL SERVICE FOR 
EVALUATION 


i 


^ STEP 150 


BASED ON THE RESPONSE FROM THE APPRAISAL SERVICE, THE 
TITLE COMPANY WILL DECIDE ON WHETHER TO CREATE AN ONLINE 
CERTIFICATION FOR THE ITEM 
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I 


j/ STEP 160 


IF AN ONLINE CERTIFICATE IS TO BE CREATED, THE APPRAISER 
ARRANGES TO HAVE A DIGITAL IMAGE AND DESCRIPTION SENT 
ELECTRONICALLY TO THE TITLE COMPANY 


1 


^ STEP 170 


THE DIGITAL IMAGE AND DESCRIPTION ARE CUT AND PASTED ONTO 
THE ONLINE TITLE TEMPLATE 


^ STEP 180 


A UNIQUE URL IS CREATED FOR THE ONLINE TITLE 


^ STEP 190 


THE OWNER'S INFORMATION IS ENTERED INTO THE ONLINE FORM j 

J, ^ STEP 200 


THE TITLE PAGE IS PUBLISHED ONLINE WITH ALL RELEVANT 
INFORMATION 
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FIG -3 4 . 310 


THE VIDOGRAPH ORDER FORM: 


PLEASE SPECIFY CREDIT CARD TYPE: 

VISA MASTERCARD AMERICAN EXPRESS DISCOVER 

PLEASE ENTER YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS AS THEY APPEAR ON THE 

CREDIT CARD: 

FIRST NAME 


LAST NAME 


ADDRESS 


APT* 


CITY 


STATE 



ZIP CODE 

VIDOGRAPH 

DELIVERY 

ADDRESS: 

(THIS IS FOR OUR CUSTOMERS WHO ARE ORDERING 
THEIR VIDOGRAPH AS A GIFT AND WANT IT SENT 
DIRECTLY TO THE PERSON RECEIVING TT) Z - 

1 1 CLICK HERE IF SAME AS ABOVE 1 


F1RST NAME 


LAST NAME' 


ADDRESS 


APT# 


CITY 


STATE i 




HERE'S WHERE WE GET THE IMPORTANT INFORMATION ON 


ON WHO THE VIDOGRAPH IS BEING ORDERED FOR: 


IPLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING: 
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1 AM ORDERING THIS FOR: 



MYSELF 


FRIEND 


RELATIVE 


•PLEASE ENTER THE PERSON'S NAME THAT IS RECEIVING THE 
VIDO GRAPH, INCLUDING THE PRONUNCIATION (FOR EXAMPLE, 
LUCARELU WOULD BE SPELLED OUT: TOO-IOURF-I PF- 


CLICK HERE FOR MORE PROMll MQIATION KEYS 


FIRST 


PRONUNCIATION: 


LAST 


PRONUNCIATION: 


CITY/STATE: 



WOULD YOU LIKE THE CELEBRITY TO USE A NICKNAME WHEN 



YES 


NO 


IF YES, PLEASE ENTER THE NICKNAME BELOW, SOUNDING OUT THE 
PRONUNCIATION (FOR EXAMPLE, BIG PETEY MIGHT BE "BIG PEEtTEE") 
CLICK HERE FOR MORE PROKH IN QIATION KEYS 


NICKNAME: 


PRONUNCIATION: 



THANKS FOR ORDERING YOUR PERSONALIZED "VIDOGRAPH" I 
DELIVERY TIME IS 3 TO 6 WEEKS AFTER THE 
DESIGNATED "SHOOTING DATE 11 


• WE ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR MISPRONOUNCED NAMES, SO 
DO THIS CAREFULLY 
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FIG. 35 


^ STEP 300 


CELEBRITY IS RETAINED BY COMPANY PROVIDING THE 
PERSONALIZED GREETING 


1 


STEP 310 


A DATE FOR SHOOTING MULTIPLE PERSONALIZED GREETINGS IS SET 
BY ALL PRINTERS 


STEP 320 


THE CELEBRITY'S NAME, DESCRIPTION OF GREETING TOTAL 
NUMBER OF PRE-DETERMINED GREETINGS, DATE GREETINGS ARE 
TO BE RECORDED AND PRICE ARE ENTERED INTO THE PURCHASING 
SYSTEM 


j/ STEP 330 


THE INFORMATION IS POSTED ON THE V1DOGRAPH COMPANY'S WEB 
SITE AND MADE AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC IN VARIOUS OTHER 
FORMS 


1 


^/ STEP 340 


CONSUMERS CHOOSE THE CELEBRITY GREETING THEY DESIRE 
THROUGH THE WEBSITE AS WELL AS OTHER PURCHASE SYSTEMS 
MADE AVAILABLE BY THE COMPANY OFFERING THE GREETINGS 
INCLUDING TELEPHONE, FAX, ETC. THERE WILL ALSO BE OPTIONS 
TO BID ON CERTAIN VIDOGRAPHS IN AUCTION FORMAT 


STEP 350 
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THE COMPANY COLLECTS THE DATA THROUGH A SPECIALLY 
DESIGNED FORM THAT INCLUDES THE ACTUAL RECIPIENT OF THE 
GREETING, WITH THAT PARTY'S NAME PHONETICALLY SPELLED 
OUT BY THE PURCHASER 


1 


^ STEP 360 


THE ORDERS ARE COLLECTED AND REGISTERED ON A FIRST COME 
FIRST SERVED BASIS 


1 


if STEP 370 


THE ORDERS FOR THE VIDEO GREETINGS ARE TRANSPOSED INTO 
LARGER FONT LISTS FOR EASY READING FROM A DISTANCE 
INCLUDING ANY NECESSARY PHONETIC SPELLINGS 


1 


^ STEP 380 


THE CELEBRITY ASSIGNED TO A PARTICULAR GROUP OF GREETINGS 
IS SCHEDULED FOR A SESSION OF MULTIPLE, DIGITALLY RECORDED 
VIDEO GREETINGS 


I 


j/ STEP 390 


THE GREETINGS COMPANY SETS UP THE DIGITAL CAMERA, 
BACKDROP AND AUDIO EQUIPMENT IN A SOUND-PROOF 
ENVIRONMENT 


^/ STEP 400 


THE GREETINGS COMPANY PLACES THE LIST OF NAMES OFF- 
CAMERA WHERE THE CELEBRITY CAN EASILY READ THE LIST 
WHILE IN FRONT OF THE CAMERA 
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i 


yf STEP 410 


THE CELEBRITY IS PROMPTED TO BEGIN RECORDING THE GREETINGS 
ONE AT A TIME, USING THE ENLARGED CUE CARD LIST OF NAM^S AND 
CITIES THAT MATCH THE ACTUAL ORDERS TAKEN 


y/ STEP 420 


THE VIDEO EQUIPMENT IS CONSTANTLY RECORDING THE 
GREETINGS AS ONE CONTINUOUS SESSION 


I 


yf STEP 430 


AFTER THE RECORDING SESSION, THE TAPES ARE REMOVED FROM 
THE CAMERA AND PLACED IN A VIDEO EDITING SYSTEM 


i 


y/ STEP 440 


THE VIDEO EDITING SYSTEM IS LINKED TO A COMPUTER-BASED 
VIDEO EDITING SYSTEM 


i 


y/ STEP 450 


1?™™° EDIT0R THEN ENCODES EACH INDIVIDUAL GREETING 
FROM THE CONTINUOUS TAPE INTO A SEPARATE FILE, ONE VIDEO 
COMPUTER FILE PER GREETING 


I 


yf STEP 460 


THE VIDEO EDITOR, EITHER SIMULTANEOUSLY OR ADJACENT TO 
TA^E^^SE^E^ORDVTJ 001108 ^ <a ™ C ° NT ° A " ™ 
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STEP 470 


THE VIDEO EDITOR CALLS UP A FORM THAT FACILITATES THE 
CREATION OF A UNIQUE URL IN THE GREETING COMPANY'S 
DATABASE 


i 


j/ STEP 480 


THE CONSUMER'S NAME AND OTHER RELEVANT ARE ENTERED INTO 
THE FORM AND A UNIQUE URL IS ASSIGNED TO THAT GREETING 


1 


j/ STEP 490 


THE COMPUTER-BASED VIDEO FILES ARE UPLOADED THROUGH THE 
INTERNET TO A VIDEO FILE HOSTING SERVER, CREATING AN 
INDIVIDUAL STREAMING VIDEO FILE LINK TO EACH GREETING 


^ STEP 500 


THESE STREAMING VIDEO FILE LINKS ARE THEN PASTED ONTO THE 
INTERNET-BASED WEB PAGE WHICH CORRESPONDS TO THAT VIDEO 
GREETING 


1 


STEP 510 


THE URL CREATED FOR THAT WEB PAGE IS RECORDED AND PRINTED 
ONTO A VHS/DVD LABEL, ALONG WITH THE RECIPIENT'S NAME 


I 


STEP 520 


THIS VHS/DVD LABEL IS PLACED ON THE CASSETTE TAPE/DVD THAT 
CORRESPONDS WITH THAT GREETING 
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^ STEP 530 


TSS ™J^ SETTE OR IS PLACED IN A PROTECTIVE HOLDER 
AND OTHER PACKING AND ADDRESSED TO THE LOCATION 
REQUESTED ON THE SPECIAL ORDER FORM 


STEP 540 


J?!™ S J^ ASSETTEyDVD AND OTHER RELEVANT MATERIALS ARE 
MAILED TO THE REQUESTED RECIPIENT OF THE GREETING 


I 


^ STEP 550 


THE RECIPIENT OF THE GREETING IS PRESENTED WITH A FINAL 
PACKAGE OF A VHS/DVD TAPED GREETING AS WELL AS AN 
INTERNET-BASED, STREAMING VIDEO VERSION OF THE SAME 
GREETING 


